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E-Commerce Extending to Rural Areas Empowering Regional Coordinated Development:
Theoretical Mechanisms and Practical Paths

Su Jing Wu Chuanging

Abstract: Based on panel data of 2678 counties in China from 2011 to 2022 and 1.3 million pieces of crawled Amap data in rural
areas, this paper explores the theoretical mechanism and realization path of e—~commerce extending to rural areas in empowering
regional coordinated development. The findings are as follows. First, e—commerce extending to rural areas helps narrow the
internal development gap at the county level in China, and promotes regional coordinated development by advancing rural
revitalization. Second, e—commerce extending to rural areas is more conducive to improving the level of coordinated development
of counties in central and western regions, counties with sound business environments, counties with high-level digital rural
construction, and counties with high market accessibility. Third, further analysis based on Python—crawled rural Amap data reveals
that e—~commerce extending to rural areas promotes regional coordinated development mainly through two channels: improving
agricultural labor productivity to increase farmers’ income (efficiency improvement and income growth) and driving rural residents
to achieve local employment (entrepreneurship—led local employment). Finally, policy recommendations are put forward, including
increasing support for e-commerce, improving the rural logistics system, strengthening weak links in rural e—commerce
infrastructure, and vigorously developing digital countryside, so as to further empower regional coordinated development through e—
commerce extending to rural areas.

Key Words: E-Commerce Entering Rural Areas; Regional Coordinated Development; Mechanism
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