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The Proximity Dilemma of Regional Development: Causes and Countermeasures for the
Decoupling of Geographic Proximity and Economic Synergy

Hou Jie Li Weidong

Abstract: Geographic proximity is often regarded as a fundamental condition for the coordinated development of regional economy.
However, in reality, there is a common problem that geographical proximity has not naturally transformed into economic synergy,
leading to the dilemma of regional development being “close but not connected”, which has become an important obstacle to the
coordinated development of regions in China. The phenomenon of “close but not connected” is mainly manifested in the
highlighting of industrial homogeneity, spatial structural imbalance, and difficulties in policy coordination. The causes lie in the
factor segmentation and incentive distortion driven by administrative region—based economic logic, the imbalance in developmental
capacity and opportunity allocation resulting from the strong—core model, and the cultural identity differences and cognitive
barriers at the informal institutional level. These require innovation in regional collaborative governance, optimization of
cyberspace layout, and deepening the joint construction of cultural values.The research results have important theoretical value
and practical significance for promoting the in—depth implementation of regional coordinated development strategies and promoting
high—quality regional development.
Key Words: Geographical Proximity; Economic Synergy; Close but Not Connected ; Coordinated Regional Development
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