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The New Path of Comprehensively Revitalizing Northeast China: A Case Study of Inner
Mongolia’s Eastern Region and its Practical Implications

Li Xihui Liu Yanhong Ding Shuyu

Abstract: After the “New Northeast Phenomenon” under the new normal, differentiated revitalization characterized by the ebb
and flow of regional development within Northeast China has gradually emerged. This paper first traces the evolution of the
connotation of Northeast China, clarifies the intrinsic connections between Eastern Inner Mongolia and the three northeastern
provinces in terms of economic complementarity and energy networks, and depicts the development path of the three northeastern
provinces from prosperity to decline. From a comparative perspective, this study explores the differentiated revitalization paths of
the three northeastern provinces and Eastern Inner Mongolia. The results show that constrained by the inertia of industrial
development in Northeast China, the three northeastern provinces mainly improve supply capacity and optimize supply structure
through reforms to re—provide effective support for the national industrialization process; however, the supply—driven revitalization
model faces inherent predicaments under the market economy system. In contrast, driven by the demand for coal supply
guarantee, Eastern Inner Mongolia has formed an accelerated revitalization path featuring supply—demand matching. Its formation
mechanism is as follows: as the core area for coal supply guarantee in Northeast China, Eastern Inner Mongolia has accelerated
its industrialization process, promoted the formation of a complete industrial chain in the new energy equipment manufacturing
industry, and realized the interactive development pattern between ports and the core—border areas of Northeast China. This
provides a valuable reference for the comprehensive revitalization of Northeast China as a “new path for sustainable
revitalization”. Accordingly, this paper proposes policy implications: adopting a demand—oriented new approach to Northeast
revitalization; driving the industrial transformation and upgrading of Northeast China through the optimization and upgrading of
manufacturing industry in Eastern Inner Mongolia; constructing international sub-regional industrial chains to promote the
optimization of the economic structure in Northeast China; and building a new land-sea corridor relying on the
China—Mongolia—Russia Economic Corridor.

Key Words: Revitalization of Northeast China; Supply and Demand Sides; Industrial Structure Upgrading; FEastern Inner
Mongolia; International Sub Regional Industrial Chain
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