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Innovation-Driven Policy, Innovation Level and Quality of Economic Growth

Ge Yuantao Luo Hongyan

Abstract: The construction of national innovative cities is a concrete practice of China’s implementation of the innovation driven
development strategy, which has profound significance for high—quality economic development. Based on the perspective of
innovation level, this paper empirically analyzes the impact of national innovative city construction on the quality of economic
growth, as well as the differential mechanism in the process of innovation level transformation. Research has found that the
construction of national innovative cities can improve the quality of economic growth, and this conclusion still holds true after a
series of robustness tests such as placebo. Heterogeneity analysis shows that in the eastern region, cities with high urban flow and
high levels of scientific and educational resources, the promotion effect of the quality of economic growth in the construction of
national innovative cities is more significant. The results of the mediation effect test indicate that there are differences in the
dynamic impact effects of gradual innovation and disruptive innovation in the later stage of the construction of national innovative
cities. The construction of national innovative cities mainly improves the quality of economic growth through disruptive innovation.
To further enhance the quality of economic growth, it is recommended to accelerate the development of national innovative cities,
explore differentiated innovation pathways tailored to local conditions, adhere to the “one city, one policy” approach, optimize
the efficiency of innovation resource allocation, and strengthen the cultivation of innovation capabilities.

Key Words: National Innovative City; Incremental Innovation; Disruptive Innovation; Innovation—Driven Development
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