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The Optimization of the Enclave Economy Model from the Perspective of Virtual Proximity:
Theoretical Mechanism and Realization Path

Sun Xiangdong Zheng Xinyi Cheng Liyan

Abstract: Enclave economy, as an innovative cooperation model to facilitate cross—regional factor flows and promote coordinated
regional development, plays a pivotal role in shaping China’ s high—quality economic geography through complementary and
synergistic growth. However, it still faces prominent challenges such as fragmented governance, insufficient trust, and
imbalanced benefit distribution. Virtual proximity, as a novel spatial linkage embedded within digital infrastructure, enables the
enclave economy to transcend geographical constraints, shifting from geographical dependence to network—based connections. By
reducing transaction costs, fostering innovation collaboration, reshaping governance mechanisms, and diversifying spatial forms,
virtual proximity provides critical support for optimizing the operational mechanisms of the enclave economy. A unified and
comprehensive digital infrastructure should be established to strengthen inter—enclave connectivity and support. It is also essential
to promote the cross—regional flow and efficient allocation of key production factors in order to stimulate the vitality of enclave
development. Furthermore, restructuring mechanisms for shared responsibilities and benefit distribution is crucial to achieving
mutually beneficial and win—win cooperation among enclaves.
Key Words: Virtual Proximity; Enclave Economy; Theoretical Mechanism; Realization Path
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