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Research on the Path of Implementing High—Quality Promotion Strategy in the Pilot Free
Trade Zone of Central China

Nie Xinwei

Abstract: The implementation of the upgrading strategy of the Pilot Free Trade Zone is an important strategic measure to promote
the in—depth development of reform and opening up and expand the space for Chinese—style modernization on the new journey.
Since the establishment of Henan, Hubei, Hunan and Anhui Pilot Free Trade Zones, on the basis of the “top-level design” of the
overall plan and local practice and innovation exploration, the construction of the central Pilot Free Trade Zones has been
vigorously carried out, the achievements of institutional innovation have been continuously enriched, and the ability to cluster
factors has been significantly enhanced, and it has become a new highland of high—level opening up in the central region.
However, it should be noted that the construction of the central Pilot Free Trade Zones still faces five challenges: the level of
opening up to the outside world is still low, the unbalanced development of the Pilot Free Trade Zones is prominent, the
“multi-regional superposition” of the Pilot Free Trade Zones has brought “fragmented governance”, the advantages of regional
collaborative opening are yet to be explored, and the national demonstration innovation is not fruitful. It is suggested that
comprehensive policies be adopted, concerted efforts be made, and five major upgrading actions such as institutional opening up,
competitive industry agglomeration, business environment optimization, regional coordinated opening up, and channel hub
connectivity be implemented with high quality, so as to contribute new driving forces to the rise of Central China in the new era.
Key Words: The Pilot Free Trade Zone; The Rise of Central China; Inland Open Highland; The Pilot Free Trade Zone Upgrading
Strategy
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