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Metropolitan Area—Driven High—Quality Pevelopment in the Yellow River Basin:
Characteristics, Constraints and Path ways

Chen Runyang Wang Yangyang

Abstract: Taking the metropolitan area as the spatial unit to drive the high—quality development of the Yellow River Basin is an
effective way to implement the ecological protection and high—quality development of the Yellow River Basin. At present, the
Yellow River Basin metropolitan area, which is not only a significant industrial agglomeration area in the Yellow River Basin but
also a suitable spatial unit for integrated urban-rural development, continues to improve its economic and population
agglomeration capacity, the core city’s overall function, and the degree of public service sharing. However, the separation of
industry and space, the flattening of the hierarchical structure of urban scale, the irrational spatial structure of urban networks,
the relative lag of marketization level, and the inadequate level of business environment construction in core cities continue to
limit the high—quality development of the Yellow River Basin, which is driven by the metropolitan area. The ideas of “axial
support, cluster coupling, and circle integration” should be used to build a multipolar and networked development system that
maximizes the spatial pattern of the Yellow River Basin. Along with cultivating and developing new quality productivity, we
should also categorize and implement regulations according to the different stages of metropolitan area development . Additionally,
we should improve industrial collaboration and the geographical division of labor in metropolitan regions. In order to promote the
ability and level of the metropolitan area in driving the high—quality development of the Yellow River basin, we should focus on
six aspects, such as continuously improving the functions of the core city, promoting the process of connectivity and market
integration, cultivating the regional central city, establishing an efficient cooperation mechanism, strengthening the collaborative
environmental management of the Yellow River basin, and inheriting and carrying forward the culture of the Yellow River.
Key Words: Yellow River Basin; Metropolitan Area; High—Quality Development; Spatial Pattern; New Quality Productivity
(FTHEZ 4. L %)
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