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Coupling Coordination and Regional Differences between Digital Inclusive Finance and
Urban—Rural Integration Development

Liu Rongzeng Yuan Xiangxiang He Chun

Abstract: On the basis of clarifying the coupling coordination mechanism between digital inclusive finance and urban-rural
integration development, this paper uses the sample data of 285 prefecture-level cities in China from 2012 to 2020, and uses the
coupling coordination model and Dagum Gini coefficient to quantitatively investigate the coupling coordination degree and regional
differences between digital inclusive finance and urban-rural integration development. The comprehensive evaluation index of
urban—rural integration development and digital inclusive finance increased year by year between 2012 and 2020 under the
guidance of active and liberal policies, and the coupling coordination of the two systems moved from the stage of extreme
dissonance to the stage of mild dissonance. Different shaped cities have different levels of urban—rural integration development
and digital inclusive finance coupling, and the lagging urban—rural integration development is the key thing preventing the two
systems from developing at a higher level of coordination. The inter-regional differences are the primary cause of the overall
difference in the coupling coordination degree of digital inclusive finance and urban—rural integration development, which has a
tendency to slightly decline over the course of the study period. In order to promote the coupled and coordinated development of
digital inclusive finance and urban-rural integration development, China should implement differentiated regulation strategies,
implement effective measures to improve the level of urban-rural integration development, and promote coordinated regional
development.

Key Words: Urban—Rural Integration Development; Digital Inclusive Finance; Coupling and Coordination; Regional Differences
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