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Is the Digital Economy Making Cities more Resilient?
— Empirical Evidence from 285 Chinese Cities

Xiao Chunmei Huang Guixin

Abstract: In the current world situation, it is important to accelerate the development of digital economy and improve the level of
urban resilience to achieve sustainable urban development. Based on the panel data of 285 prefecture—level cities and above from
2011 to 2020. This paper measures the level of digital economy development and the level of urban resilience, and empirically
analyze the impact of digital economy on urban resilience using panel fixed—effects model, mediating—effects model. The results
show that the digital economy can effectively contribute to the improvement of urban resilience, and the difference in geographic
location and administrative level affects the effect of the digital economy on urban resilience, and the mechanism of action is that
the digital economy can improve urban resilience by increasing urban entrepreneurial activity, technological innovation and human
capital. In order to give full play to the role of digital economy development in improving urban resilience, it is necessary to
accelerate the process of “Digital China” construction, release the dividends of digital economy development, pay attention to the
improvement of education level, focus on technological innovation, and optimize the urban entrepreneurial environment.

Key Words: Digital Economy; Urban Resilience; Intermediary Effect
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