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AT R ARy KR T ER
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on Spatial Structure

Theory Basis and Practical Inspiration of Global City Classification under New Perspective
Guo Jing Ni Pengfei

Abstract: It has become an important theoretical and practical problem to correctly understand the urban system and
scientifically carry out urban classification during city development. The innovation of this paper is to construct an index system
reflecting urban soft function and hard function, carrying out global urban classification and analysis of soft and hard city types.
According to the research of this paper, the global urban system is a multi-layer nested structure, from which, 1006 sample
cities can be divided into 5 groups and 10 levels, which can be divided into 6 types. On the whole, the level of city is
corresponding to the strength of soft and hard functions, but the agglomeration of hard functions is obvious, while the
homogenization of soft functions is obvious. The hard function “underpin” the whole city level, while the soft function “elevate”
the whole city level. Thus the focus on improving the urban soft function is a route worthy of consideration for improving the
overall level of a country’s cities.

Key Words: Urban Classification;Soft Function; Hard Function; Agglomeration Degree; Connection Degree
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