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Assessing China’s Metropolitan Area Development

Liu Yunzhong Liu Jiajie

Abstract: China’s impressive urbanization over the past decades has been featured by continuous concentration of population and
economic resources toward megaregions. Metropolitan areas, as the core part of these expanding regions, exhibit four typical and
common characteristics: generally concentrated regional distribution, large disparity in population size and economic development
level, relatively backward public transport system, and significant differences in development maturity. As an important carrier of
China’ s urban population in the future, metropolitan areas are expected to promote the coordinated development of cities of
different sizes, and then optimize the spatial structure of population and economic activities. To this end, it is crucial to formulate
differentiated development strategies for metropolitan areas at different stages of development, with different competitiveness of
function, and in different regional context. Such pluralism in development strategy is the key logical node for improving the
cross-scale interactions of megaregions, metropolitan areas, cities, towns, and rural areas on the one hand and that for shaping a
more collaborative and high-quality urbanization landscape.
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